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As we enter the season of spring, a time of awakening and new beginnings, it is difficult not to think back 
on what this past year has brought us. This time last year, we were just beginning to hear phrases 
like “social distancing” and “PPE”, and thinking that we may need to work from home for a month 
or two. Instead, we were met with months and months of virtual classrooms, working remotely, 
self-quarantining, and I can’t even begin to imagine how many Zoom calls. And while it is easy to 

dwell on the challenges and seemingly endless obstacles of this past year, I find myself in awe of 
the optimism, determination, and resilience demonstrated by each and every young singer we have 

had come through our doors (and computers) since then. When we were presented with stay at home 
orders, we quickly pivoted to virtual rehearsals and music video performances, and our singers were right there with us! 
When we were forced to cancel our summer camp programs, we instead offered a Virtual Songwriting Workshop with 
renowned composer, Jim Papoulis, and our singers were immediately on board to create new music together. And when 
it was clear that we would not be able to hold our 12th Annual Cool Side of Yuletide concert live at the beautiful Hendricks 
Avenue Baptist Church, our singers jumped at the chance to be a part of something new and different! And because of their 
enthusiasm and love for the art, we were able to produce an innovative and unique experience in our 2020 Cool Side of 
Yuletide A Drive-in Holiday Concert, packing the Jacksonville Fairgrounds with cars full of JCC families and supporters who 
had come to see our brave singers’ faces on the big screen.

We are looking forward to more creative solutions for the season’s remaining happenings, such as the upcoming River 
City Dancing with the Stars! If you have followed JCC for any length of time, you may be familiar with this event, which 
is traditionally our biggest fundraiser of the year. Local celebrities join the JCC family to raise money and learn a dance, 
which will be premiered at the event on March 13, 2021. This event typically sells out the 800 seat Lazzara Performance 
Hall, but as with most things these days, this year’s it will look a bit different. We are happy to be able to offer in-person 
tickets at approximately 45% capacity, but we are also offering a virtual ticket to watch as the performance is streamed live! 
Additionally, all in-person and virtual attendees will be able to participate fully by voting for their favorite “Star” and helping 
them in their bid for the coveted mirror ball trophy - I hope you are able to join in on the fun!

As always, we are dedicated to continuing to provide a safe and fun environment for musical education and cultural 
experiences that enrich the lives of the entire Jacksonville community. I must express my sincerest gratitude to our friends 
that have championed for the arts through their continued and steadfast support, as well as to the singers themselves. As 
our season carries into the spring, please consider a gift to The Children’s Chorus so that we may continue to offer the best 
and most experiences possible under these circumstances. 

Stay safe and healthy,

Darren Dailey, President and Artistic Director

J A C K S O N V I L L E  C H I L D R E N ’ S  C H O R U S  N E W S L E T T E R
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Board of Directors: 
Kim Rowland, Chair
David DeCamp, Vice Chair
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John Harman, Secretary
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Amanda Hegeman
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Craig Smith
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Artistic Staff:
Darren Dailey 
President & Artistic Director
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Melissa Barnes 
Conductor for Treble Choir

Katherine “KT” Boling 
Choreographer 

Rachel Grelle Cecil
Primary Choir Instructor & 
Training Choir Conductor

Susanne Dailey 
Training Choir Conductor 
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My first experience with the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus 
was back in 2014, when I sent a small group of singers to 
participate in the First Coast Honors Choir Festival. Being 
new to the area, I wasn’t sure what to expect, but after that 
first year I was hooked. It was such a positive experience 
for my students! They got to learn such lush repertoire, 

collaborate with students outside their school community, 
and work with a nationally known clinician. 

Since that time, I have had the opportunity to view many JCC concerts and 
festivals, and each time I am always in awe of the musicianship that Mr. Dailey and 
the rest of the staff are able draw from the singers. We get to witness the product, 
but I feel there are few that know and understand the process it takes to achieve 
that level of performance. The Jacksonville Children’s Chorus isn’t just giving 
musical experiences, but also a musical foundation for present and future success. 

Now, as a staff member myself, 
I am excited, challenged, and 
encouraged to continue this 
tradition started over 25 years 
ago, and continued by Mr. Dailey 
today. I love helping to teach the 
fundamentals, extoll the beautiful 
melodies, and watch all of these 
moments bond my chorus 
members for life. 

Rachel Grelle Cecil
Primary Choir Instructor & Training Choir Conductor

BUILDING A SUCCESSFUL MUSICAL 
FOUNDATION FOR JACKSONVILLE’S CHILDREN

A Staff Member’s Perspective On The JCC

Training Choir rehearsal

Our very own Darren Dailey is celebrating 15 years 
at the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus! Coming to us from the 
Boston Children’s Chorus, where he was founding Artistic Director, Mr. Dailey has 
ushered us through the past 15 years with his gifts, grace, and gusto! 

Please join us as we show our gratitude and appreciation for Mr. Dailey. Be on 
the lookout for more Dailey tidbits throughout the year!

DID YOU KNOW?
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FROM AUDITION TO HEAD CHORISTER
A Singer’s Perspective On The JCC

Per Elizabeth, her time in the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus program 
has been a path of growth and discovery. She auditioned for the 
Training Choir as a shy 7 year old, not knowing exactly what lie ahead, 
but knowing she loved to sing, and excited to be around other kids who 
shared this passion. Now 5 years later, she is a Head Chorister in the 
Treble Choir, and has gained confidence both in herself, as well as in her 
expanding musical ability. 

The foundational training she has received from JCC has been top 
notch. From music theory, sight-reading and Solfege, to proper posture, 
annunciation, and projection. JCC makes sure its singers are prepared, 
and truly understand what it takes to tackle such a wide ranging choral 
repertoire. Over the years Elizabeth has performed selections in several 
languages, and just about every genre, including Folk Songs, Spirituals, 
and Standards from the American songbook. 

“Some of my favorite memories with JCC were getting to perform with greats 
such as Audra McDonald and Kristin Chenoweth” said Elizabeth. The annual 
“Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing” Concert is always a highlight for our family. We 
look with anticipation each year to see which university choral group will be 
appearing along with the JCC students. There have been greats such as the 
Morehouse College Glee Club, and the Hampton University Concert Choir. 

A tenant of the program is to make sure that the younger students are 
exposed to their counterparts in the Concert and Touring Choirs. Over 
the years, Elizabeth has taken keen interest and follows the upper groups 
closely. One experience she says she is most looking forward to, is getting to 
go on tour with the Touring Choir one day. 

During this time of Covid and quarantine, participating with the JCC has been 
a welcome constant in a challenging time. Having transitioned to virtual schooling full-time, this 

year has been full of changes. JCC provides Elizabeth a safe venue to interact with other students. Over 
the summer she participated in JCC’s Virtual Songwriting Workshop with composer Jim Papoulis, where the 
students worked together to compose and perform a song that expressed their feelings about the changing 
world around them. From virtual choir mashups, to a socially distant but beautiful drive-in Holiday Concert, 
the JCC Team has continued to find innovative ways to allow our students to keep their voices and spirits 
raised in song.  We are looking forward to many more years in the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus family. 

Elizabeth (as shared by her mother, Shakawn)
Treble Choir
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GROWING UP WITH THE JCC

UPCOMING MUSIC VIDEOS & VIRTUAL PERFORMANCES
While 2020 did not see many live concerts from the JCC, have no doubt that our singers have been working hard behind the 
scenes! In fact, you can expect to see LOTS of music videos and virtual performances releasing in the coming weeks, so keep 
your eyes peeled!

Our family’s experience with the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus has 
been incredible. My wife, Natalie, and I regularly talk about how much 
our kids have benefitted over the years from their participation in 
Lyric Choir all the way through to Young Men’s Chorus and Touring 
Choir. Since 2015, my son, Nathan, and my daughter, Caris, have 
learned discipline, made friends, and grown musically through JCC. 
Seeing them excel vocally and enjoy it together as brother and sister 
brings us as parents a great deal of satisfaction. 

Another fun aspect of our time with JCC has been volunteering. 
Whether during concerts, driving the bus, or tackling work days, giving 
our time to support the Jacksonville Children’s Chorus has helped us 
feel like we were more personally invested. 

On a similar note, we also benefited from others investing in the 
generous scholarship program. Those scholarships enabled us to 
keep both our kids involved, especially during these trying times 
of quarantine and COVID-19. We thank the Jacksonville Children’s 
Chorus for all they do to invest in the lives of many children! 

Joe Otwell, 
father of Caris and Nathan
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A Parent’s Perspective On The JCC

Nathan & Caris,
Touring Choir

Our singers are Movie Stars! Well, Music Video Stars...
After months of rehearsals, choreography, costuming, audio recording, filming 
at various locations, production, and editing, our “Hamilton” music video is 
nearly ready for release! Be on the lookout for a teaser trailer, and the video 
premiere by early April 2021.

Songs of the Sunshine State
Our singers have been working with Dr. Ben Brotemarkle, Executive 
Director of the Florida Historical Society to create an episode of a 
television show titled Florida Favorites: Songs of the Sunshine State. 
Watch it on your local PBS station this spring.
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UPCOMING MUSIC VIDEOS & VIRTUAL PERFORMANCES

Rolf and I have supported Jacksonville Children’s Chorus for many years, yet have great 
difficulty in articulating the reason it holds such a special place in our hearts. Perhaps 

the word HEARTS is the key – because this children’s chorus is a work OF the heart 
and FOR the heart.

JCC was conceived in the heart of its founders as a ministry – a gift - rather than a 
commercial project.  They believed that children simply grow into adulthood more 

vibrantly when called to a higher level of excellence in childhood, and that growing in 
the disciplines of excellent communal singing establishes not only glorious music and 

the joy that brings, but invaluable personal qualities for the future, such as learning to 
listen, to follow directions, to be punctual, to work as a team.

Darren Dailey (who is now celebrating his 15th anniversary at JCC!) continues this tradition in his belief that young 
hearts can be graciously molded into the loving shape that God designed for them, and that a genuinely diversified 
children’s chorus is a perfect vehicle for a child to both experience, and then demonstrate, the incredible beauty 
of total inclusivity. From the very beginning of his time with The Chorus, Darren sought soprano and bass, rich and 
poor, short and tall, shy and bold, black and white, strong and infirmed – and the genuine brotherhood/sisterhood 
of The Chorus shines through each and every song they sing! It is an unspeakable gift FOR the hearts of the 
children in The Chorus – and our future leaders – and FOR all the hearts in the various audiences who thrill to the 
excellence of the music and who are never too old to grow in love for all.    

The Rev. Neely and Mr. Rolf Towe

A WORK OF AND FOR THE HEART
A Donor’s Perspective On The JCC
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS

Towe Family 
Foundation

Delores & J. Wayne
Weaver

Laura L. Pattillo Norquist
Charitable Foundation

John E. Anderson
JoAnn Tredennick

& Jack Meeks

Antonia & Ronald
Porterfield

Henry and Lucy 
Gooding Endowment

David A. Stein
Charitable Trust

Monica and Bob 
Jacoby

J. Henson 
Markham

Vivian MorelandAmanda & John 
Hegeman

Crystal & Michael 
Freed

Sharon & John C. 
Myers, III

Donna & Jim Bailey

Carole Crocker Heather SolankaKathy & Tom 
Van Osdol

Tionna & William 

Hatchett



UP
CO

MI
NG

 EV
EN

TS
 &

FOR FULL CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND TICKET INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT WWW.JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG.

SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2021 SUNDAY, MAY 23, 2021

AVAILABLE NOW!
UNF LAZZARA PERFORMANCE HALL | 7:00PM
Who will be named River City’s favorite dancer? 
Partnering with All About Ballroom Dance 
Studio, Jacksonville’s local celebrities compete 
for the mirror-ball trophy and raise funds for 
JCC singer scholarships and programming. 

Visit rivercitydwts.com for more information.

PENNEY FARMS | 7:00PM
The JCC Touring Choir and 
Voices of Jacksonville will 
be performing Mass: A 
Celebration of Love and 
Joy by Andre Thomas 
Mass and Florda: Songs of 
the Sunshine State. 

VIEW THROUGH FACEBOOK
You can now enjoy the “Lift 
Ev’ry Voice & Sing” Virtual 
Performance for just $14.99!

Don’t have facebook? Contact 
info@jaxchildrenschorus.org for 

digital access.

JACKSONVILLE CHILDREN’S CHORUS
10131 ATLANTIC BLVD
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225

904.353.1636
WWW.JAXCHILDRENSCHORUS.ORG


